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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
Today marks the end of Term 5 – a whole term of a ‘new normal’ of remote learning 
and lockdown. As we head towards June the Government will continue to consider 
further easing of lockdown, including the possible return to school for some children. 
  
Backwell School will be closed to all students next week (25 - 29 May).  This is a 
Trust-wide decision to allow for a deep clean of the school site and to allow all Trust 
staff to prepare for Term 6. Key worker parents have already been advised about 
this closure and the online booking system for in-school supervision will be 
reactivated at 12 noon on Thursday 28 May for bookings on Monday 1 June. Please 
ensure you have booked your child in by 3.00 pm on Friday 29 May. 
  
On Wednesday this week it was ‘Thank a Teacher’ day. I am always extremely 
grateful for all of the hard work and dedication Backwell School staff give. However, 
in the current situation I think they have been truly incredible. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all Backwell School staff for their efforts during this time as they 
adapt to working during a pandemic, supporting their families as well as continue to 
provide education and support for their students.  
  
Remote Learning in Term 6 
 
We really appreciate the effort made by parents and carers in supporting their 
children’s learning during school closure and we are under no illusion as to how 
challenging this can be!  
  
The next phase of our home learning plan takes into account guidance from the 
government around school closure as well as best practice which is being shared 
among all schools in the Lighthouse Schools Partnership (LSP). We are investigating 
the possibility of using ‘live learning’ sessions using Microsoft Teams. This would 
allow the creation of short sessions to test students’ understanding as well as 
allowing students to ask their teachers questions. Exact details and clear guidance, 
especially around conduct and expectations in these sessions, will be given at the 
start of next term.  
  
Your feedback to us has been really useful in helping evaluate our current provision. 
As stated previously, there will always be a balance between setting enough, too 
much or too little work and this is very much determined by each individual’s 
circumstances. We would urge you to encourage your child to check Frog regularly 
for opportunities to engage with the many activities staff are posting. There is no 
obligation to take part, but for those who feel they could fit more into their days, there 
is plenty of choice.  A reminder that, the Oak National Academy and BBC Bitesize 
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websites are still very much ‘live’ and both have vastly increased the range of 
content since our previous home learning guidance.   
  
The Government have updated their guidance this week for parents on how they can 
support and facilitate their child’s learning during school closure.  Please click on the 
following link to view the guidance: 
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-
education-during-coronavirus-covid-19 
  
If you or your child have any questions about work being set, please feel free to 
email class teachers. A few parents have mentioned to us that their child is running 
out of exercise book space. If you child uses up all of their exercise book space and 
you do not have any spare notepaper/books at home, please let us know and we will 
post a new book home to you as quickly as we can. 
  
Face-to-Face Sessions for Year 10 and 12 Students 
 
There has still been no clarification from the Government announcement about what 
‘face-to-face’ experience schools might provide for students in these year groups. As  
this is an issue of public health – wanting to ensure that groups of students are not 
mixing widely in the community – there is understandable caution. We will wait until 
after half-term to see what the government has finally proposed, and then we will 
respond. Last week, I told parents and carers that “the government plans (for 
secondary schools) are quite limited in scope” – what we are hearing currently only 
reinforces that message. 
  
Free School Meal Hampers 
 
These will not be running over the half term period, so there will not be any hampers 
to collect on Monday 25 May. 
 
Families entitled to Free School Meals hampers can continue to collect their 
hampers as usual from school 10.00 am – 12.00 pm on Monday 1 June. 
  
New LSP Careers Website  
 
We are pleased to announce that Backwell School has a new Careers website for 
parents, students and employers which can be found by parents under the 
"Information" section of our School website. This is a collaboration with the other 
secondary schools in the LSP and so you will find information on joint projects, as 
well as events and activities specific to Backwell School, including a breakdown of 
our Careers related learning programme for each year group. 
 
As always, you can view details of current careers events and opportunities in our 
latest Careers Bulletin, by clicking on the following link: 
 
Careers Bulletin (22 May 2020) 
 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/help-secondary-school-children-continue-their-education-during-coronavirus-covid-19
https://b92abb43-7b4b-4062-9981-3c54993b7c22.filesusr.com/ugd/2425ce_8a757234915f4688be3bc59c23f7cacd.pdf
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Virtual Concerts  
 
Many of us thoroughly enjoy the fantastic concerts regularly organised by our Music 
Department each term. The current lockdown situation has not stopped them putting 
together a ‘best of’ concert which is a compilation of performances from concerts 
earlier this year. Students can access this audio concert via the Music Department 
page on Frog.   
  
They are hoping to put together a ‘Lockdown Live Lounge’ over the next few weeks 
to be released towards the end of Term 6 instead of our usual Summer Concert. 
Students are invited to record or video themselves performing pieces at home, 
perhaps with willing family accompaniments (!), to be included in this virtual concert. 
Full details on how to submit your performance can be found on the Music 
Department extracurricular page on Frog. 
 
 
Library News 
 
Exciting literary events continue to appear on line, including the Hay Festival this 
week. The latest ‘Library in Lockdown’ Newsletter contains links to a wide range of 
author talks and resources available, as well as author podcasts and Children's Book 
Awards. The Carnegie Book Award is usually shadowed by our school reading 
group, but this year access is available to all (if you can get the books) and we have 
given details of how to upload your own reviews and artwork. 
 
We hope you have a relaxing half term. Stay safe and carry on Reading! 
 
Update on Refunds for Cancelled Enrichment Week 2020 Trips 
 
By next Wednesday 27 May, the Finance Office will have processed refunds to 
parents via ParentPay for the following cancelled trips: 
 
Bush Camp 2020 
Fishing 2020 
 
Parents will be able to see these refunds in the 'basket' area on their ParentPay 
account. To withdraw these funds back onto their debit/credit card, they need to go 
into their ParentAccount on ParentPay (top of screen)/ Statements, then click on the 
'withdraw' box at bottom left of screen. (Important please note: ParentPay only 
allows a total of three withdrawals from your ParentAccount within a three-month 
period). 
 
Update on the Remaining Enrichment Week 2020 Trips 
 
In the last two months the Finance team has processed a large number of insurance 
claims for all cancelled trips, on behalf of our parents. We are now waiting to hear 
back from the school’s insurance company, as to when these insurance claims will 
be settled. Please continue to bear with us, as we are unable to refund monies no 
longer held by the school. 
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As and when a refund has been made for a specific cancelled trip, we will again 
communicate with parents, via the Friday email home. Unfortunately, we will be 
unable to respond to individual requests and we apologise for any inconvenience 
caused.  
 
And Finally …. 
 
I want to wish all students and staff a restful half term break. Teaching staff will not 
be setting new tasks/work to be completed during the holidays next week. Please 
stay safe, and socially distanced if enjoying the lovely spring weather outside. 
  
 
Jon Nunes 
Headteacher 
 
 
 
 
 
Emailed to parents 22.05.20 
 
 


