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Dear Year 11 and 13 Students and Parents/Carers 
 
Publication of GCSE and A Level Qualifications in August 
 
The coronavirus crisis has led to some extraordinary decisions for our country.  One of the 
most drastic was the cancellation of the summer examination series and the decision that 
qualifications would be issued by the examination boards, based partly on the 
recommendation of schools and partly on the boards’ own statistical processes.   
 
Our staff worked together in April and May to establish the most likely grade that students 
would receive in each subject. These grades went through moderation processes at subject 
and school level before being submitted to exam boards as ‘Centre Assessed Grades 
(CAGs)’. Exam boards, based on an agreed statistical model from Ofqual (the government’s 
exams ‘watchdog’), are currently making further amendments to these grades to take 
account of the ability profile of each cohort and the previous results of each school or college 
to see whether the CAGs ‘seem’ fair and, overall, generate the usual pattern of results 
nationally. This is in many ways a sensible approach as it is important that the results 
awarded this year are not devalued by being seen to be less robust than previous years, but 
it will mean that a significant number of grades are adjusted after schools have signed them 
off.  
 
A necessary consequence of these unique circumstances is that this year’s grades will not 
exactly represent the grades that would have been achieved by students in ‘real’ exams. Of 
course this process is far from ideal, and we are aware that there is no perfect way of 
ensuring that young people get the grades that they deserve. There will be lots to celebrate 
and we should recognise that students are no less deserving of the grades they achieve 
than any year. However, there are also likely to be a few who feel disappointed with the 
grades that that they receive. Where this is the case, we will do all that we can to provide the 
necessary support. 
 
One important message to emphasise, this year even more than in other years, is that what 
matters about the qualifications is what they make possible.  Where the results published in 
August take a young person on to the next stage in their education or career they will have, 
to a significant extent, fulfilled their purpose. Whilst there is an opportunity for students to try 
to improve their grades in the ‘extra’ Autumn Exam Series, it is important not to 
underestimate the scale of this challenge and the potential distraction from their new courses 
of study, so we would suggest students think very carefully about this, and will support them 
in these decisions.  
 
Results Days and Post-Results Advice 
 
We intend to offer students the option of coming to collect their results in person or to 
receive them by email. We appreciate that, given the circumstances, students may prefer to 
receive them in different ways. For those wishing to come into school to receive results it 
should be noted that we will be asking them to maintain social distancing at all times, and we 
will need to limit parent access to the site (potentially by remaining in vehicles). Further 
information on this will follow in due course. 
 
Where the results fall short of what is needed, there are things that we can do to help.  If a 
Year 11 needs a specific grade to access a post-16 programme, here in our Sixth Form we 
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will be willing to make that decision on the basis of the Centre Assessed Grades and our 
own informed judgement of potential to ensure that they are not disadvantaged.  Where the 
same situation arises with a college, university or employer we will be able to support the 
candidate in writing, or in direct dialogue with the other institution, and will share Centre 
Assessed Grades where that is helpful.  We can offer that support for future applications 
also. 
 
For students who are considering access to the Autumn Examination Series to try to improve 
their grade, details will be available on results days on the process for doing this. The 
Autumn exam series will be held within the following dates: 
 

 A level exams: Monday 5 October to Friday 23 October (results to be issued before 
Christmas 2020) 
 

 GCSE exams: Monday 2 November to Monday 23 November (results to be issued in 
early 2021) 
 

The exam boards have not yet issued their detailed timetables, but we expect to have this 
information by the results days. 
 
As ever, our Sixth Form and pastoral teams will be available on results days along with our 
careers advisors to offer guidance and support as necessary.  However, please note that 
subject teachers will not be able to discuss the grading process for their individual subject.  
Any enquiries about the grades awarded should be directed to Rose Haywood, Head of 
Sixth Form, for Year 13 and Ben Houghton, Deputy Head, for Year 11. 
 
Releasing Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) 
 
We do not plan to publish the Centre Assessed Grades at the same time as the official 
examination board results are released as to do so might undermine that process and cause 
some confusion. However, where a student does wish to know their Centre Assessed Grade 
there will be a process to request a statement of CAGs. Students will have to complete a 
form requesting access to their CAGs should they wish to receive them. 
 
Appeals 
 
Normal reviews of marking and appeals will not apply this summer.  Ofqual will only allow 
appeals in the following limited circumstances - where there is evidence that the centre 
made an error when submitting the centre assessment grade; or the awarding body made a 
mistake when calculating, assigning or communicating a grade.  Candidates will not be able 
to appeal their centre assessment grades or the process undertaken by the school 
in calculating their centre assessment grades. 
 
I hope that the above has given you some understanding of the results ‘season’. Following 
this letter, you will receive further communication regarding the timing and logistics of the 
results days and other key aspects of the process. 
 
Wishing you all the very best for the results days, and do not hesitate to get in touch if you 
have further questions. 
 
With best wishes 
 
 
Jon Nunes 
Headteacher 


