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Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I am sure you will be aware of the recent announcement regarding education during 
the COVID-19 crisis. The Prime-Minister’s speech on Sunday has been followed by 
more information from the Department for Education. I want to set out how this 
announcement is likely to affect Backwell School next term.  
 
The government has said that they will ask secondary schools to offer some ‘face-to-
face support’ before the summer holidays, to supplement the remote education of 
Year 10 and Year 12 students, who are due to take key exams next year. This plan 
is dependent on the government being confident that the conditions they have set for 
safe school opening have been met. 
 
As clarifications for secondary schools have been released from the Department for 
Education, it has become clear that the government plans are quite limited in scope. 
The guidance rules out any full-time return to classes, because the student 
movement integral to secondary education is incompatible with the strict social 
distancing needed for a safe school environment. Instead, the Secretary of State for 
Education, Gavin Williamson, has talked of an opportunity for students in Years 10 
and 12 to go into school. This would be for teachers to ‘make an assessment’ of their 
needs to inform their ongoing remote learning. 
 
At Backwell School, we will continue to review and improve our remote learning 
curriculum. We have already adapted the original model to include regular recorded 
audio and video material from teachers of exam classes. We will further develop the 
remote learning programme in Term 6. In doing so, we will consider if some in-
school provision for Year 10 and Year 12 students is possible. However, we know 
that coming into school will present problems and worries for parents and students: 
there are significant issues to overcome, including, for example, home to school 
transport. We are carrying out a full risk assessment of the school site before 
finalising any plans and we will keep parents and carers informed as our plans 
develop.  
 
Parents of children in Years 7, 8 and 9 will now have come to the conclusion, 
correctly in my view, that it is very unlikely that their sons and daughters will be 
attending lessons on the school site until the next academic year. I know this is very 
difficult, both for the pupils themselves and for parents and carers. As I have said, 
we are committed to continuing to develop our remote learning curriculum to be the 
best learning experience possible. We are also working hard with government 
schemes, supplemented by our own additional resources, to ensure that all our 
families have the technology necessary fully to access remote learning. 
 
For Year 9 students, we are making a further change to the curriculum in Term 6. 
Completing tasks in those subjects not being taken at GCSE will become optional, 
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but there will be a new range of activities to challenge students, based around the 
GCSE curriculum in the subjects which students have chosen. 
 
Parents and carers of students currently in Year 11 or Year 6, who have applied to 
Backwell School, should be aware that we are investigating whether it will be 
possible to have some form of ‘induction’ for them during Term 6. The normal 
‘Induction Day’ will not be possible,  but we want to provide the best possible 
introduction to a new phase of learning for these students – some of that could be 
done remotely, but we are keen to see if a visit to the school site can still take place. 
 
Until Monday 1 June, Backwell School will continue as it has been since the end of 
March: attendance in school is only for vulnerable students and the children of key 
workers. Please note that the definition of key workers has not changed. We will 
open the school for children of key workers (only) during the half-term holiday. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed and we will continue to update our dedicated 
web page.  
 
Thank you for your continued support at this unsettling time. We face unparalleled, 
rapid change to the way we provide education and I am so proud of the way the 
staff, students and parents/carers of Backwell School have responded. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Jon Nunes 
Headteacher 
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https://www.backwellschool.net/schoolclosurecoronavirus

