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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This week at Backwell School 
  
We have really enjoyed welcoming students in Years 7, 8 and 9 back to school this 
week. To see them ‘bouncing’ back down the stairs following their session with their 
tutors has helped brighten the days of the staff involved. 
  
Next week these sessions will continue, for those booked in, for the following tutor 
groups: 
  

Monday 6 July 
 

Tuesday 7 July Wednesday 8 July Thursday 9 July 

Year 7 Students 
C1, C3, S1 

Year 7 Students 
M1, C2, S2 

Year 9 Quantock 
students 

Year 8 Sedgemoor 
students 

  
Remote learning and live sessions have also continued as planned. Thank you to all 
the parents who have completed the parental survey on remote learning – your 
feedback is much appreciated: while we all hope for a return to ‘normal schooling’ in 
September, we have a range of alternative plans in place and will review how remote 
learning can be improved in the light of your feedback. 
  
School opening in September 2020 
  
Yesterday, the government published guidance for school opening in September. If 
you would like to read the full guidance documentation, you will find it here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-
coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools 
 
We are required to have all students in all year groups on site fulltime. The guidance 
is based around the following system of controls: 
 
Prevention: 
 
1 Minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who 

have coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their 
household who does, do not attend school. 

2 Clean hands thoroughly more often than usual. 
3 Ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ 

approach. 
4 Introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces 

often, using standard products such as detergents and bleach. 
5 Minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever 

possible. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
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6 Where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 
 

 Numbers 1 to 4 must be in place in all schools, all the time. 
 Number 5 must be properly considered and schools must put in place 

measures that suit their particular circumstances. 
 Number 6 applies in specific circumstances. 

 
Response to any infection 
 
7 Engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 
8 Manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school 
community. 
9 Contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice. 
 
 Numbers 7 to 9 must be followed in every case where they are relevant. 
 
As you would expect, we have started immediately to apply these principles to 
planning for the Backwell School context. We need to decide how we organise the 
school into year group ‘bubbles’; how we keep those year groups segregated on the 
way to and from school, in lesson time, between lessons and at breaks and lunch-
times. 
 
The government guidelines make clear that this is an exercise in the balance of 
risk – how to balance and minimise any risks from the coronavirus with effectively 
providing the curriculum for all students.  
 
We will outline our plans as soon as possible. 
 
Exams and Curriculum 2020-2021 
 
Also this week, Ofqual published its proposals for changes to examinations in 2021 
and its decisions regarding the ‘Autumn Series’ for students currently in Years 11 
and 13 wanting to re-take. The main points include: 
 
‘Autumn Series’ for current Year 11 and 13 students: 
 

 Full suite of exams will be offered at AS, A level and GCSE. 
 Autumn series will be exams only. Non-examination assessments will not be 

included in the autumn series – except for Art and Design.  
 A-levels to take place in October with results before Christmas.  
 GCSEs to take place in November with results expected to be published in 

February. 
 Entries for the autumn exam series will only be accepted for students who 

were entered for the summer 2020 exam series. 
 
Summer 2021 for current Year 10 and 12 students (proposals): 
 

 Adaptations to some subjects to free up teaching time (e.g. observing rather 
than undertaking GCSE Science practicals). 
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 Considering further adaptations if public health requires it - this could affect 
subjects like Dance and Drama. 

 Reducing the total content in some GCSE subjects, such as History and 
Geography (where the fieldwork might no longer be compulsory) but this 
would not apply to English, Maths and Science. 

 Giving more time to examination study by pushing exams back to after 7 
June. 

 
We will be discussing the proposals for summer 2021. You can read the full 
consultation here: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-
of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021 
 
Enrichment Week 2021 
  
We have reluctantly taken the decision to cancel Enrichment Week 2021. This was a 
very difficult decision to make as we know how much students enjoy this week and 
the wider benefits it offers them. 
  
The main reasons for this decision are: 
 
 Payments are already required for the main trips and there is no certainty that 

residential visits will be possible next summer. We may not know until long after 
bookings would need to be secured and parental payments received. 

 
 While the value of Enrichment Week to our pupils is very significant, we do 

need to respond to the significant amount of time they have spent out of the 
classroom this academic year. 

 
 We know the government is considering moving public exams back by a month 

or more next year. If this happens, it might become impossible to staff 
enrichment week as teachers would be needed in school to teach children in 
Years 11, 12 and 13.  

 
We will make other arrangements for Year 10 students to undertake work experience 
and for Year 12 students to access key post-16 information and experiences. We will 
also explore what enrichment activities might be possible for Years 7 - 9 throughout 
the academic year. 
  
We appreciate that your child is likely to be disappointed by this decision, but we will 
do our best to explain this decision to them in September. 
  
Year 13 
 
We would like to ask parents/carers to ensure that students are still checking their 
school emails. If they haven’t done so already, subject teachers will be arranging a 
live lesson before the end of term using Microsoft Teams and the invitation to join will 
be sent to students via email. Teachers will also be ensuring that students have 
instructions on where to locate revision and exam practice materials over the 

https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/proposed-changes-to-the-assessment-of-gcses-as-and-a-levels-in-2021
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summer and who in the department to contact if guidance is needed, as this may not 
be their class teacher.  
 
In light of recent Government updates regarding the autumn exam series, the Sixth 
Form Team will be in contact about changes to our FROG pages to support Year 13 
leavers.  As always, we would encourage Year 13 students to be looking at the Sixth 
Form pages of FROG as they can find information on student finance, transition to 
Post-18 choices and regularly-updated ideas to support their wellbeing.  
 
Miss Haywood will also contact students in the near future with details of how the 
school proposes to support students sitting exams in the autumn series. We have 
been in contact with a number of students who are unsure about their post-18 plans 
and we would like to reiterate that parents/carers and students alike can contact us 
with any queries or concerns that they may have. We would also encourage all 
students and parents/carers to continue to read the careers bulletin. 
 
Year 11 into Year 12 induction 
 
As we were unable to hold an Induction day in school this year, Miss Haywood will 
host a live event using Microsoft Teams next Friday at 12.00 midday in which 
students will gain further information about life in the Sixth Form and guidance for 
how to be prepared for the transition to A level. Students will be invited via email on 
Monday and so we would ask parents/carers to ensure that students are checking 
their email accounts. Subject leaders are currently updating the subject specific 
transition resources we have shared with students on FROG so please do keep 
looking back at this page. We would also like to reassure parents/carers and 
students that there will be a full day of induction for new Year 12 students in 
September. Lastly, please look out for our Sixth Form student handbook in the post 
as this will be essential summer reading for students who intend to join us in Year 12 
in September. 
 
Leavers’ Arrangements 
 
As you know, we have been forced to cancel the Year 11 Prom and Year 13 
Leavers’ Ball. We will keep a close eye on when such events become possible again 
and then work with parents to see what alternative celebrations we can arrange. One 
possibility is to link these events to the GCSE and A level Certificate evenings which 
traditionally take place to celebrate the previous year’s successes and where we 
hand out the formal certificates to students.  
  
Leavers’ Hoodies have now arrived for students, in both Year 11 and Year 13, who 
ordered them. In view of the social distancing measures required as a result of the 
Covid-19 virus, the hoodies will be delivered to students’ home addresses by school 
staff during the course of next week.  They will knock on the door or ring the bell and 
leave hoodie on doorstep. 
 
Finally, we are investigating whether it might still be possible to construct a 
‘yearbook’ for Year 11 - we have received very generous parental offers of help to 
make this happen. 
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Careers Bulletin 
 
The Careers Bulletin contains lots of really useful information about work experience 
and apprenticeship opportunities, as well as virtual careers fairs and virtual college 
and university events.  Please take a look by clicking on the link below: 
 
Current Careers Events and Opportunities - 3 July 2020 
 
Letters Home 
 
Music Tuition – September 2020 – Parents/Carers of students receiving music tuition 
 
 
 
Emailed to parents 3 July 2020 

https://b92abb43-7b4b-4062-9981-3c54993b7c22.filesusr.com/ugd/2425ce_c43d55478b6a46cf872f8b0d9d5a65d5.pdf
https://b92abb43-7b4b-4062-9981-3c54993b7c22.filesusr.com/ugd/6e7ed0_ff256c49f5d0497abdf6d49c8a202b08.pdf

