
1 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
Firstly, can I please thank you everything you are doing to support the education of 
your children. It is now twelve weeks since the end of ‘normal’ school. The 
challenges of home schooling, combined with all the other impacts of this pandemic, 
continue to add increasing strain on all families. At school, we continue to make 
decisions on how we can best respond to all the constraints which the virus, and 
consequent government restrictions, place on us. We are constantly planning and 
reviewing strategies as new guidance is published. We are doing all this with utmost 
vigilance because, at the moment, school leaders have been entrusted with an 
additional responsibility for public health - for the safety of your children and our staff. 
 
From Monday 15 June 
 
Next week sees significant changes to the way Backwell is supporting our students. 
We will be welcoming groups of Year 10 and Year 12 students into school in groups 
- parents and carers have received separate information about this and there is a 
summary below. At the same time, all students will be receiving ‘Live Learning’ 
through Microsoft Teams as a key component of their ongoing remote learning 
programme. We are excited about the opportunities this will give us to deepen 
learning and interact with the needs of students - the classes that have had ‘pilot 
sessions’ in the last week have been extremely positive. Please encourage your 
children to follow the training for live learning, A guide to Live Lessons and Microsoft 
Teams and attend all sessions.  It offers students the chance of subject specialist 
input from their own teacher, with their own teaching group, which is currently not 
possible safely in school. Our expectations regarding workload, feedback and live 
lessons as part of remote learning for each year group can be read here. 
 
As the school makes these significant changes this term, we are also planning 
further ahead - for the summer and for the new academic year. I will try and set out 
clearly what we know and what we don’t know yet about government planning. 
 
The summer holidays   
 
This week the Prime Minister, who has been facing challenge over the government 
response for schools, said that there would be “a huge amount of catch-up over the 
summer months”.  We don’t yet know what this could mean - the Secretary of State 
for Education had previously ruled out teachers being expected to come in during the 
summer holidays.  There has been talk of volunteer organisations and societies 
running activities in school, but no details or decisions have been made yet.  
Headteachers are asking the government for clarity over what educational or 
childcare opportunities might be offered over the summer holidays by other 
organisations, what the purpose of these will be, and how the children most in need 

https://frog.backwellschool.net/teams-forhome
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of them will be encouraged to attend. As and when we receive more information, we 
will share it with you and plan accordingly.  
 
Examinations in 2021 
 
This week the education secretary said that current Year 10s and Year 12s will take 
exams next summer. There is no more information available than that - again, as we 
know more, we will let parents and carers know. 
 
School Opening in September 
 
We know the government hopes to have all students in school in September, but 
they clearly cannot commit to this at the moment, given the uncertainty over the 
future course of the pandemic. It is clear that schools could not open fully to all 
students with the current social distancing rules in place - and many schools would 
not have sufficient space even if the two-metre rule became one metre. There has 
been talk of utilising local buildings such as village halls and church halls to address 
this problem: but it is hard to see this being a satisfactory solution - calculations have 
been made suggesting that there are nowhere near enough buildings available for 
this to work and, if there were, the country would be faced with the task of finding 
over 200,000 additional teachers in the next ten weeks in order to staff all classes. It 
remains the view of most school leaders that full opening in September - which is 
what we all desperately want - depends on the relaxation of social distancing rules. 
We will plan a timetable for full opening, consider the options available to us should 
this not be possible and hope for a clear outline from government as soon as 
possible. Once again, we will keep the parent body fully informed at every stage. 
 
Travelling to school - coach, bus or train 
 
From Monday 15 June any student travelling to school either on public transport or 
on home-to-school coach transport will need to be wearing a face covering. This is to 
ensure they are complying with government guidelines. Please ensure that you child 
has a face covering otherwise they will be denied travel. 
 
Students should also observe social distancing whilst waiting for transport. This 
means staying two metres apart from those outside of their household. 
 
In-school supervision  
 
We are moving to a weekly booking system for in-school supervision for children of 
key workers. The deadline for requesting in-school supervision for 22 - 26 June is 
9.30 am on Thursday 18 June. Please note that we will not be able to accept 
bookings after this deadline, and children cannot be sent into school without 
booking, due to the detailed preparations undertaken for keeping those in school 
safe. 
 
From Monday 15 June in-school supervision will finish at 3.15pm to allow for 
staggered departures of students either in school for face-to-face support (Years 10 
and 12), vulnerable students or key worker families. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


3 

 

Parents and Carers of students who will be attending school either as children of key 
workers or as part of our ‘supportive’ group will have received an important email 
today setting out all the details. 
 
Parents/Carers of students in Year 10 and Year 12 
 
We look forward to welcoming your child into school as part of the face-to-face 
sessions detailed in our letter sent earlier this week.  You can read the letter sent 
home to parents of students in Years 10 and 12 here. 
 
Please ensure that you and your child have read all of the details and arrangements 
set out in the letter so that they are prepared for being on the school site. 
 
Students in Year 10 and 12 should also watch this video before attending school 

 
Library News 
 
We have now created a Tab on our Frog page called Lockdown Library where you 
will find all the current links we are promoting to help keep your child reading. Our 
booklists are available on the page too, under the KS3 Genre Reading Lists tab. 
Take a look if you need some suggestions to keep your children reading for 
pleasure.  
 
Stay safe and carry on Reading! 
 
Careers Bulletin 
 
As always, you can download a copy of our current careers bulletin (as at 12 June) 
by clicking on the following link: 
 
Current Careers Events and Opportunities (12 June 2020) 
 
And finally …. a message for Year 10 students 
 
Pastoral Leaders are now taking applications for your 2020/2021 House Team 
(namely the positions of House Captain, Vice House Captain, Sports Captain and 
Prefects). If you are interested in being considered for one of these positions, please 
contact your Pastoral Leader. The deadline for applications is Friday 3 July. 
 
 
Emailed to parents 12.06.20 
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