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Dear Parents/Carers 
 
SUPPORT 
 
Remote Learning 
 
We are seeing some fantastic work from students, many of whom are taking 
advantage of the opportunity to communicate with their teachers to develop their 
learning further (please remember to use school email accounts only).  
 
We appreciate and understand that the current home schooling situation is new for 
all parents, and that it can sometimes be overwhelming. Teachers are reviewing 
work accessed and submitted via Frog and will contact home to support families if 
students are struggling to access, complete or submit their work.  
 
We have a dedicated page on our website, with all resources and guidance in one 
place https://www.backwellschool.net/schoolclosurecoronavirus, as well as the 
school expectations on staff and students regarding workload during this time.  
 
This week two new schemes have launched providing parents, students and schools 
with resources and activities to support learning at home. They are BBC Bite Size 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize and Oak National Academy 
https://www.thenational.academy/. The resources are of a high quality and support 
and supplement the work being set by staff on Frog.  
 
Over the coming weeks Backwell School teachers will continue to set work for 
students to complete and we are looking at how we can develop and enhance the 
home learning experience for Backwell students as the school closure period 
continues. However it is Trust policy that teachers will not be offering live lessons via 
Zoom, for example, to ensure safeguarding for both staff and students.  
 
We would like to remind all parents of Year 11 students that we have set up a folder 
entitled "Year 11 into Year 12 remote learning" on Frog.  There is transition work for 
every subject for students who intend to stay on at Backwell Sixth Form as well as 
study guidance and useful future plans links. For those not staying on at Backwell, 
there is again useful future plans information and a link to our guidance around well-
being. 
 
Year 9 GCSE Options 
 
As mentioned in last week’s bulletin we have been working on Year 9 GCSE options 
for September 2020 over the past few weeks – only a handful of students have a 
timetable clash meaning they will be studying a reserve subject choice.  We will 
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email all Year 9 parents by Thursday 7 May to confirm their child’s Year 9 GCSE 
Options.   
 
Reports and Parents’ Evenings 
 
Written reports for Year 9 and Year 10, as well as Year 10 Parents’ Evening are 
scheduled on the school calendar in the next few weeks. We are delaying issuing 
reports during the school closure period as we cannot provide meaningful updates to 
parents and students on their learning and progress.  
 
We will reflect on how and when to provide reports to these year groups and updates 
on learning to all others when we return to school. This information may not be in the 
traditional ‘report’ format but this depends on the timeframe of the closure and 
reopening of schools. We will also look at rearranging parents’ evening if possible 
when school reopens.  
 
We will keep all parents updated on this. 
 
Year 12 Trial Exams  
 
A reminder that Year 12 Trial Exams will be taking place online next week in most 
subject areas. Students will be provided with their trial exam materials and 
instructions either via Frog or by email. Whilst this is a slightly different format than 
planned for the trial exams they are still an important activity for students to engage 
in. Teachers will provide feedback on these assessments in due course and we will 
review running further trial exams if required when school returns.  
 
A message for parents/carers of Year 11 students who have applied to 
Backwell Sixth Form 
 
A reminder that if your son/daughter didn’t have a chance to hand in his/her reply 
form to the offer of a place in Backwell Sixth Form from September 2020 before 
school was closed.  Please email Sharon Bangham on 
sbangham@backwellschool.net to confirm whether his/her offer is accepted as first 
or second choice, or declined as soon as possible.  Thank you. 
 
Free School Meals 
 
We will continue to offer hampers to those eligible for Free School Meals throughout 
the extended Coronavirus shutdown.  Hampers can be collected from the school 
between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon on Mondays. 
 
Laptop provision for disadvantaged students 
 
Earlier this week the Government announced that they will support home learning for 
disadvantaged students and care leavers by providing laptops and internet access.  
The full details of this announcement can be found here: (link to be embedded 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-major-package-to-support-online-
learning). Across the Trust we have put initial planning in place for this and are now 

mailto:sbangham@backwellschool.net
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-major-package-to-support-online-learning
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-major-package-to-support-online-learning


3 
 

awaiting further details and full eligibility criteria from the Government on this 
scheme.  
 
The Department for Education has stated that this scheme could take a ‘some time’ 
to implement so when we receive further information we will let parents know and 
contact suitable families.  
 
GET INVOLVED 
 
COVID-19 Support  
 
During this challenging time many of us are thinking of ways to help others and we 
are very proud of all of our staff who continue to support Backwell School 
community. Many Backwell School Staff are supporting volunteering initiatives during 
the lockdown period– from signing up to the NHS support services to supporting 
local groups with food delivery for vulnerable residents.  
 
If you or your child would like to get involved we are aware of the Nailsea COVID-19 
group (Facebook link https://www.facebook.com/groups/NailseaCOVID19/) and they 
are looking for volunteers. They can also provide support to those living in Nailsea. 
 
The North Somerset Villages Covid-19 Mutual Aid group (Facebook link 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/632857620594697/) are offering help, 
volunteering opportunities and advice to those living in North Somerset Villages.  
 
For those living in Backwell Village itself the Backwell Residents webpage 
(http://www.backwellresidents.org.uk/) is being kept up to date with useful links and 
agencies.  
 
Toilet Roll Challenge 
 
The Art Department are running a ‘Toilet Roll Masterpiece Challenge’ encouraging 
students (and a few staff!) to get creative with the cardboard inside of a loo roll. 
Check out some of the designs already completed on the Art and Design pages of 
Frog. We look forward to seeing your designs – they can be uploaded directly on the 
Frog page. 
 
Fundraising challenge 
 
A massive well done to Miss Cook who has raised over £1770 for NHS charities. 
She has completed a 12 hours cycle ride on her turbo trainer to represent the 12 
hour shifts (if not more) that NHS staff work.  
 
STAY INFORMED 
 
Farewell and good luck to … 
 
Mr East, who has started his new role as Deputy Headteacher at Bristol Free School 
this week.  I know I speak for the whole staff and student body when I thank Mr East 
for the huge impact he has made at Backwell School. 
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Entry to Year 7 September 2020 
 
For families who have younger siblings joining Backwell School in Year 7 in 
September we will be emailing in the next week or so to begin the transition process 
for these children. 
 
Careers Bulletin 
 
This week’s edition of this can be found on the Careers page of the school website 
by clicking here.  We continue to update our website, including our specific 
Coronavirus closure page, as well as our social media (we are on both Facebook 
and Twitter!). You may have missed our latest video update, this week from 
Mr Conkie, it can be found on the front page of the school website.  
 
We will email home next week as well to keep you all up to date with what is going 
on in the Backwell School community. 
 
Emailed to parents: 24 April 2020 
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