
 

 

 

 

 

Station Road, Backwell, 
Bristol BS48 3BX 

Tel: 01275 463371 
mailbox@backwellschool.net 

www.backwellschool.net 
  

Headteacher: Jon Nunes MA 

Station Road, Backwell, 
Bristol BS48 3BX 

Tel: 01275 463371 
mailbox@backwellschool.net 

www.backwellschool.net 
  

Headteacher: Jon Nunes MA 

 
June 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
GCSE Science courses from September 2020 - for the current Year 9 
  
The current Year 9 are already studying GCSE Science and this year is a common first year for all 
students.  As outlined in the Year 9 options booklet, most students will achieve two science GCSE’s at 
the end of Year 11, however, students who have shown particular ability for Science in Year 9 will be 
placed on an accelerated course from the start of Year 10, which will allow them to achieve three 
separate Science GCSEs.   
 
Both pathways see the courses taught in specific subject units; Biology, Chemistry and Physics.  We aim 
to ensure that all students are following the pathway in which they are most likely to attain the best 
possible package of Science GCSE grades.   Regardless of which pathway is being followed, all students 
have the potential to gain full access to the complete range of Science A Levels dependent, of course, 
on their final GCSE grades.  In short, it is the quality of the grades that is of most importance, not the 
quantity.  As normal, selection will be made for the two pathways later this term.   
 
In order to be considered for the Triple pathway, students must have been attaining a minimum of 
Grade 6 throughout Year 9.  The Triple course is an accelerated option with a significant increase in 
content and demand.  The length and complexity of the Triple course necessitates a fast paced 
learning style and culminates in longer exams than those for the Combined Science course.  
Therefore, we have to be confident we select students for this course that are not at considerable risk 
of gaining three grades that would be lower, than if they were on the Combined Science pathway.  
Students that struggle to keep up with the pace on the Triple pathway are moved to the Combined 
Science course with the rest of the Year group, this ensures individual students get the best possible 
chance for success. 
 
Selection for the Triple course is based on three factors; assessment data in Year 9, the data on which 
their current target grade is based and the professional opinion of their current Science teacher.  As 
you know the Year 9 trials exams have been cancelled this term.  However, the Science trial exam is 
not the most important consideration for us, it is simply part of the assessment data we use to gauge 
suitability.  Selection for the Triple pathway this year will still be based on the same three factors, 
only the assessment data used will now be just the class tests that were carried out, from the 
beginning of year 9, before the lock down. 
  
The work year 9 have completed since the lock down will not contribute to the decision as to which 
pathway the students are placed on, let me reassure you that there is nothing students can do now 
to try to improve their chances of being selected for the Triple pathway.  It is important, of course, 
regardless of which pathway they are placed on next year that, students continue to engage with the 
current learning provision for the GCSE Science course and do the best they can.  I thank you for your 
ongoing and vital support. 
 
 …/cont 



Our overall objective is to ensure that your child is on the right science course and so achieve their 
potential in this subject.  If you would like to know more about the two pathways then please refer 
to the GCSE Options booklet on our website   https://www.backwellschool.net/optionsatkeystage4  
If you have further questions then please direct them to your son or daughter's Science teacher in 
the first instance. 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Mr Lake 
Director of Science 
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