
  
  

  

  

  

ADMISSION POLICY FOR ENTRY TO THE SIXTH FORM  

AT THE START OF AND DURING THE SCHOOL YEAR 2019-20  

  

  

Responsibility for admissions to Backwell School Sixth Form  

  

The school governors control the admission of students to Year 12.  They follow all 

national legislation and any local policy agreements in relation to the admission of 

students to schools with academy status.  The school’s contact details are:  

  

Backwell School 

Station Road 

Bristol 

BS48 3BX  

Tel:  01275 463371    
Fax:  01275 463077  
 mailbox@backwellschool.net  

www.backwellschool.net  

 

Conditions of admission  

  

Backwell is a comprehensive school, and thus has a comprehensive Sixth Form.  We 

offer programmes at Level 2 and Level 3 and are thus able to offer courses to students 

with a wide range of abilities and aptitudes.  In considering applications, we will accept 

students onto courses on which they can be expected to have a reasonable chance of 

success.  Evidence for making this judgement has to be an appropriate level of prior 

academic achievement; without this, we believe we would be wrong to lead to students 

to believe they had a reasonable chance of success.  

  

Students are admitted to the Sixth Form on condition that they have met the academic 

entry criteria and subject to the availability of places.  Applications are welcomed from 

students who are not currently Backwell students; the Admission Number for such 

students is 50.  The academic entry requirements for courses are the same for all 

applicants.  

  

By law applications cannot be rejected on the grounds of a poor attendance or 

behaviour record.  

http://www.backwellschool.net/
http://www.backwellschool.net/


The application process  

  

A Sixth Form Open Evening is held in November; the date is available from the school 

and advertised in the local press.  

  

A handbook describing all the courses offered for the following academic year is 

published during Term 2 and distributed with application forms.  

  

The closing date for receipt of applications is 14 December 2018 and is given on the 

application form.                    

  

All students who apply to enter the Sixth Form have a meeting to discuss options and 

academic entry requirements.  Applicants are asked to bring with them their Year 11 

Report or Record of Achievement.  The School will inform applicants of the outcome 

by the end of Term 4.  

  

Entry criteria for level 3 courses  

  

These are the GCSE qualifications required for entry to Level 3 courses 

(A Levels,  Cambridge Technicals or Level 3 BTEC) in the Sixth Form in 2018.  

The requirements for entry in 2019 will be published in the course handbook 

issued in Term 2 2018.  

  

 A minimum of five GCSEs at grade 4 - 9 including English Language. Students 

who do not meet this minimum standard will still be considered in the light of the 

suitability of their option choices. 

 

 Qualifications equivalent to GCSE will be considered in the light of proposed 

subject choice. 

 

 At least grade 4, preferably 5 or 6, at GCSE in the subjects which you wish to study 

at A Level. 

 

 Where the subject was not available at GCSE, any comparable subjects are taken 

into account.  

 

Additional GCSE requirement for specific A Level subjects:  

  

Subject  Normal GCSE requirement  

Applied Science  44 in Sciences and 4 in Mathematics  

Biology  66 in the exam components of two sciences 
(Double Science or Biology and one other 
science), plus 5 in Mathematics  

Business Studies 4 in Mathematics  



Chemistry  66 in the exam components of two sciences 
(Double Science or Chemistry and one other 
science), plus 6 in Mathematics  

Computer Science 6 in Mathematics  

Economics  5 in Mathematics and 5 in English Language 

English Language and English 
Literature  

5 in the corresponding GCSE course  

Further Mathematics  8 in Mathematics  

Geography  5 in Geography  

History 5 in History 

Mathematics  6 in Mathematics  

Modern Languages  6 in the corresponding GCSE course  

Physical Education  66 in Double Science (or 6 in Biology plus 
another Science)  

Physics  6 in the exam components of two sciences 
(Double Science or Physics and one other 
science), plus 6 in Mathematics  

Psychology  5 in Mathematics and 5 in English Language  

Religious Studies: Philosophy & 
Ethics  

5 in English Language 

Sociology  5 in English Language  

  

 

Capacity  

  

The maximum capacity for entrants to Year 12 is 240.  However, it should also be noted 

that there may be a limit on the number of places available on any particular course.  

An application may be refused if it prejudices the provision of efficient education or 

efficient use of resources.  

  

Oversubscription criteria  

  

Where the school is named in a student’s Statement of Special Educational Needs or 
Education, Health and Care Plan, the Admission Authority is legally required to admit 
the student to the school.  Such students will therefore be allocated places before the 
criteria below are applied.  
  

If the school receives more applications than the Admission Number the following 

criteria will be used to determine who will be allocated a place.  All applications will be 

ranked in accordance with the criteria below given in order of priority.  

  

(a) Looked-after children at the time of application and children who were 

previously in Care but ceased to be so because they were adopted (or became 



subject to a child arrangements order or special guardianship order) 

immediately following having been in Care.    

  

(b) Students who are the subject of a direction by a local council to admit or who 
are allocated the school in accordance with a Fair Access Protocol for school 
places.  

  

(c) Students with a brother or sister who will be attending the school (including in 

the Sixth Form).  

  

(d) Children of Backwell School staff employed on a permanent contract by the 

school for at least two years at the time of application, or where the member 

of Backwell School staff has been recruited to fill a post for which there is a 

demonstrable skill shortage. This does not include staff who work on the school 

site for other employers.  

 

(e) Students living in Backwell School’s First Geographical Area, shown on the 

attached map.  For further information on schools’ First Geographical Areas 

please contact the North Somerset School Admissions and Transport Team.  

  

(f) Students not in the above categories.  

  

Priority within each category will be given to those living closest to the school. The 

distances will be measured in a direct line between the address point of the child’s 

home and main entrance marker for the school indicated on North Somerset Council’s 

computerised system(s).  

The school normally has places available for students living in Weston-super-Mare, 

Bristol and beyond.  

  

Additional Information  

  

Looked After Children  

  

‘Looked After Children’ are children who are (a) in the care of a local council or (b) 

being provided with accommodation by a local council in the exercise of their social 

services functions (see the definition in section 22(1) of the Children Act 1989).  

  

For formerly looked after children:  

  

 this includes children who were adopted under the Adoption Act 1976 (see 

section 12 adoption orders) and children who were adopted under the Adoption 

and Children Act 2002 (see section 46 adoption orders).  

  

 child arrangements orders are defined in section 8 of the Children Act 1989, as 

amended by section 12 of the Children and Families Act 2014. Child 

arrangements orders replaced residence orders and any residence order in 

force prior to 22 April 2014 is deemed to be a child arrangements order.  



  

 in accordance with Section 14A of the Children Act 1989, a Special 

Guardianship  

 

Order is defined as an order appointing one or more individuals to be a child’s special 

guardian (or special guardians).  

  

Brothers and sisters  

  

To be considered as a brother or sister a child must be living at the same address for 

the majority of the time* as a full, half, step or adoptive brother or sister. Full and 

adoptive brothers/sisters are defined as children who have the same either biological 

or adoptive parents. Half brothers/sisters are defined as children who share only one 

either biological or adoptive parent. Step brothers/sisters are defined as children who 

are not necessarily related biologically (including Foster children) but are living in the 

same household for the majority of the time* at the address considered to be the 

address of the child for whom the application is made.   

  

* A child must be living at an address for at least 50% of the time to be considered as 

living there for the majority of the time.  

  

A brother or sister must be attending (or is expected by the school or North Somerset 

Council to be attending) the school at the time of admission.  

  

Home address  

  

A child’s home address is considered to be the place where they permanently and 

ordinarily reside for most of the time, normally the same address as the person who 

has parental responsibility for the child as their main carer.  Those moving should 

normally provide independent confirmation of the new address.  

  

Refusal of a place  

  

If a student is not successful in gaining a place, reasons will be given in writing.   

Students and parents have the right to appeal to an independent appeal panel.  Details 

of the arrangements are given in the letter of refusal and are published on the school 

website.  

  

Late applications  

  

Late applications will always be considered against the same criteria as above 

providing there is a good reason for not meeting the published deadline.  

  

Waiting List  

  

The school shall hold a list of those applicants still seeking a place at the school, until 

31 December 2019. All applications will be ranked in line with the oversubscription 

criteria and allocations will be made in accordance with it. Each added child to the list 



will require the list to be ranked again in line with the above published oversubscription 

criteria. Priority will not be given on the basis simply of the date an application was 

added to the list.    

  

Admissions of students outside their normal age group  

Applications for delayed or accelerated entry in cases where parents would like their 

child to be admitted to a year group that is not the chronological age year group will be 

considered. The reasons for the request must be fully explained in writing and included 

with the school place application form (or submitted separately where applying via an 

online service). 

 

Decisions will be made on the basis of the circumstances of each case and in the best 

interests of the child, taking into account, as appropriate, the following:  

• the views of the parent  

• information about the social, emotional and academic development of the child 

as often supported by education and other professionals  

• the views of the Head Teacher  

• where relevant the child’s medical history and the views of a medical 

professional  

• whether they have previously been educated out of their normal age group  

• whether they may naturally have fallen into a lower age group if they were not 

born prematurely.  

Where a request for a child to be admitted outside their normal age group is agreed, 

that enables a child to be included as part of the Year 12 allocations, the application 

will then be processed in accordance with these arrangements and oversubscription 

criteria where applicable.  

  

  

  

Approved by Board of Governors  

13 September 2017   



  


