
 

 

 

20 March 2020 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Coronavirus COVID 19 

As we reach the end of a very hectic and fast-moving week I wanted to take this opportunity to 

update you all as we move into the school closure period. 

You will be aware that the school will be closed to all except children of key workers and vulnerable 

children from 3.30pm today. This is until ‘future notice’ 

During this closure period we will continue to email home once a week, and more often if required. 

We will also update our website and social media pages when appropriate to keep you up to date. 

Remote learning during school closure 

We have set up a new page on our website, under the curriculum heading, called Coronavirus 

Closure. This webpage details useful links and information for students to try and continue their 

studies during the school closure. It also outlines the length and frequency of tasks that your 

child(ren) will be set.  

Please do bear with staff as they begin to set work for the coming weeks; it will be very challenging 

for them to respond to individual queries.  

Free school meals during school closure 

Families entitled to free school meals have been emailed today regarding ‘opting in or out’ of free 

school meal provision during the closure period. Eligible families will also be sent a voucher for the 

local foodbank. 

Supervision for vulnerable students and key workers children during school closure 

Thank you to all parents who have updated us regarding supervising their eligible children during the 

closure period. We will be in touch regarding arrangements for next week in due course. 

However if you have requested school supervision please arrange for your child to attend school in 

the normal way on Monday morning (23 March). Home-to-school transport will be running as 

normal next week.  If children are currently part of the 2 week isolation period then they should not 

turn up on Monday - we will expect them in 14 days.   

Please do bear in mind that this provision is “for those children who absolutely need to attend” and 

the Government has stated “every child who can be safely cared for at home should be”. 

Examinations and qualifications  

The government have realised information this afternoon on how they will award qualifications to 

students following the cancellation of exams. 

 

Station Road, Backwell, 

Bristol BS48 3BX 

Tel: 01275 463371 

mailbox@backwellschool.net 

www.backwellschool.net 

  

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/further-details-on-exams-and-grades-announced


In summary they have said: 

 Teachers will be asked to submit a grade that they believe their students would have 
received if the exams had gone ahead 

 The exam boards will then combine this with relevant data (e.g. prior attainment) to 
produce a grade for each student  

 The aim is to have these grades calculated by the end of July 

 There will also be an option to sit an exam early in the next academic year for students who 
wish to. 
 

We feel this is as fair a methodology as could be expected in the circumstances. I would like to 

repeat our pledges to continue to keep you informed as more details emerge and to do all we can to 

ensure that Backwell students get the grades they deserve. 

School trips and Enrichment Week 

All school trips and activities have been cancelled and we will be in touch with parents over the next 

few weeks regrading Enrichment Week.  Parents do not need to make any further payments for 

Enrichment Week or other school trips at the moment. 

Thank you to all of those who have sent us messages of support – they are much appreciated. 

We will continue to do our very best for all of our students over the coming weeks and months. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr J Nunes 
Headteacher  


