
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
21 August 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
You may recall from previous communications there will be significant changes regarding travelling to 
and from school from September 2020.  
 
This is largely due to the Covid-19 pandemic and the necessity to keep students, staff and local residents 
safe. At the same time it’s an opportunity to support our students with healthy and active travel to 
school. We have been working closely with colleagues at North Somerset Council in both Highways and 
School Transport on these measures. 
 
We have created a document which details transportation to school from September 2020. This is 
attached and can also be found on our website.  
 
Key points to note are: 

     With effect from Tuesday 1 September the school will no longer be able to accept students on 
site before 8.30am or after 3.15pm*. We will not be staggering arrival times and have already 
communicated staggered departure times of: 

o   3.00pm for Years 7 and 8, 3.05pm for Years 9 and 10, 3.10pm for Years 11, 12 and 13  

o   (* We hope to launch some year group specific after school clubs in the coming weeks 
which will be the only exception to the above.) 

     Parents will no longer be able to drive onto the school site to collect/drop off their child. 
Introduction of Park and Stride locations in Backwell have been provided as dedicated areas to 
drop off and collect your child who can then make their way on foot to school. North Somerset 
Council will be applying traffic enforcement measures on Meadow Close and many of the roads 
leading off Station Road. Parents are not allowed to use the Leisure Centre Car Park as a pick up 
and drop off location.  

     Sixth Form Students will not be able to park on the school site.  

     There will be dedicated social spaces on the school site for students to use on arrival between 
8.30-8.45am. These spaces will be outside (so students should have appropriate clothing for the 
weather) and will be restricted to each year group bubble.  

     Students living in Long Ashton have an opportunity to take part in a ‘Route Planning Led Ride’ 
coordinated by Lifecycle UK. This will take place on Tuesday 1 September and Wednesday 2 
September when the school has INSET days. More details can be found on the transportation 
document or by emailing Frances@lifecycleuk.org.uk. These dates give students an opportunity 
to practise their cycle route to and from school and this scheme could be rolled out to other 
locations in future if it proves popular. 

     Parents will receive communications in the next few weeks confirming either the home-to-school 
transport arrangements from North Somerset Council or the arrangements for school organised 
coach transport for their child. 

We have made these decisions in conjunction with North Somerset Council and we politely ask parents 
and students to adhere with these changes as we fully support North Somerset Council and the local 
community in enforcing and reporting any violations of these procedures. 
 
We expect to email parents again prior to school returning in September. 
 
Mr J Nunes 
Headteacher 

https://www.backwellschool.net/sept2020
mailto:Frances@lifecycleuk.org.uk

